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until Vice-Admiral Aparicio do Arteaga came up with 49 sail, all
small except his ship and Rctana's1 which General Juan de Oribe
had taken over as flagship of the Tierra Firme ilect.
Aparicio dc Arteaga told us that between September 3 and 10
eleven ships went down, among them Diego de la Kibera's flagship.
He was drowned. The vessels lost are listed in the enclosed separate
memorandum.
Don Alonso summoned a council and showed us his order from
His Majesty not to leave until the igth of October, until which date
he was to wait for Pedro Mcnendez Marquesas z&bras and these
fleets, in order to bring them all together. In view of our imperative
necessities it was unanimously resolved that we should proceed to
La Tcrccira for water and to overhaul our ships, and that His
Majesty's order should be obeyed although to do so was to risk
everything.
As we were sailing for La Terceira a storm blew from the north-
east to the north2 of such intensity as will be inferred from the
wreckage it left behind. In order not to grieve your lordship I will
not recount the matter here except to say that no two ships were left
together. Most of them could not make the islands and those that
did so made them to their greater grief, as will be seen by the (p. 6)
enclosed memorial wherein are stated the facts as so far certainly
known* It will be no little favour of Our Lord if the loss is not far
heavier yet. The truth will become known little by little, that it may
hurt the worse.
By the weather and by the fear of corsairs which our ships must
feel, I judged that they would make for this port as being the nearest
in which to find shelter. I came here to assemble them and arrived
on Monday, October 8, in company with seven other ships of the
armada and fleet. Here I found three or four and the same night
others entered; and on the roth Don Alonso de Bazan came in with
his flagship and three others so badly damaged that I think they
must necessarily winter here. Every day ships arrive here and at
Setubal.
I have not previously advised your lordship in order to be able to
render a substantial report, but now I send this post with statement
of what ships are here and at Setubal I am overhauling and furnish-
ing them as best I can in order, God willing, to leave here within
four days, if weather permit. At present it is not suitable.
In everything I have applied to the prince cardinal, who referred
1 La Concepcidn. See enclosure with this document.
* ...del noTQcstc asta el nortc...